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THE 


ARTICLES 


Recommended by the 


Arcu-Bisnoe of CANT ERBURY 


To all the Biſhops within his Metropolitan Juriſ- 
—  diftion, the 16th of July, 1688. 


SIR, 

Efterday the Axchbiſhop of Canterbury delivered 

_ the Articles which T ſend you incloſed, to thoſe Bi- 
ſhops who are at preſent in this place ; and ordered Copies 
of them to be likewiſe ſent in his Name to the abſent Biſhops. 
By the (ontents of them, you wil! [ee that the Storm in which 
he is, does not frighten him from doing his Duty ; but rather 
awakens him to doit with ſo much the more vigour : and in- 
deed, the Leal that he expreſſes in theſe Articles, both a- 
gainſt the Corruptions of the Church of Rome on the 
one hand, and the unhappy Differences that are among 
Proteſtants on the other, are ſuch Apoſtolical Things, that 
all good Men rejoyce to ſee ſo great a Prelate at the Head of 
our Church, who in this Critical Time has bad the Conrage 
to do his Duty in ſo ſtana! a manner, I an, 

SIC, 


London, July 27, 1638, Tours. 
= 


Some 


Some Heads of things to be more fully inſiſted upon 
by the Biſhops in their Addreſſes ro the Clergy 
and People of their reſpeive Dioceſles. 


, Hat the Clergy often read over the Forms. of their Ordina- 
tion 3 and ſerioully conſider, what Soiemn Vows and Pro- 
feſſions they made therein to God and .his Church, toge- 

ther with the ſeveral Oaths and Swoſcriptions they have taken and: 

made upon divers Occalions. 7 

IE. That in Compliance with thoſe and otner Obligations, they 
be Active and Zealous in all the Parts and Inſtances of their Duty, 
and eſpecially ſtriCt and exact in ail Holy Converſation, that fo they 
may become Examples to the Flock. 

HI. To this end, that they be conſtantly Reſedent npon their Cures. 
in their Incumbent Houſes z and keep ſober Hoſpitality there ac- 
cording to their Ability. 

IV. That they diligently Catechsſe ti: Children and Youth of their 
Parifhes ( as the Ruvrick of the Comon-Prayer-Book,, and the ggth 
Canon 1njoyn) and ſo prepare them to be brought in due time to 
Confirmation, when there ſhall be Opportunity ; and that they alſo: 
at the ſame time expound the Grounds of Religion and the Common 
Chriſtianity, in the Method of the Catechiſm, for the Inſtruftion and 
Benefit of the whole Pariſh, teaching them what they are to believe, 
and what to do, and what to pray for ; and particularly often 
and earneſtly inculcating upon the Importance and Obligation of 
their Baptiſmal Vows. 

V. That they perform the Daily Office publickly ( with all De- 
cency ,, Aﬀection and Gravity) in all Market and other Great: 
Towns, and even in Villages, and lefs populous Places, bring Peo- 
ple to P:blick Prayers as frequently as may bez eſpeciaty on ſuck 
Pays and at fuch Times as the Rubrick, and Canons appointed on 
Holy Days, and their Eves, on Ember and Rogation Days, on Wed- 
wneſdays and Fridays in each Week, and eſpecially in Advent and 
Lent. 

VI. That they uſe their utmoſt Endeavour, both in their Sermons: 
and by private Applications, to prevail with ſuch of their Flock as 
are of competent Ape, to receive frequently the Holy Communion : 
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and to this end, that they adminiſter it in the greater Towns orice. 
in every Month, and even in the leſſer too, if Communicants may 
be procured, or how-ever as often as they may : and that they 
take all due Care, both by Preaching and otherwiſe, to prepare all 
for the worthy receiving of it. 

VII. That in their Sermons they teach and inform their People 
(four times a Year at the leaſt, as what the Canor requires) that 
all V/arp d and Foreign Juriſdiction 1s for moſt Juſt Cauſes taken 
away and abolifſd in this Rea/m, and no manner of Obedience or 
Subjection due to the ſ:me, or to any that pretend to act by virtue 
of it :© but that the King's Power being in his Dominions higheſt 
under God, they upon all Occaſions perſwade the People to Loyalty. 
and Obeaicnce to his Majeſty in all things Lawful, and to patient Subs 
miſſion in the reſt ; promoting ( as far as in them lies ) the publick 
Peace and Quiet of the Worll. 

VIII. Fhat they maintain fair Correſpondence ( full of the kindeſt 
Reſpetts of all ſorts) with the Gentry and Perſons of Quality in 
their Neighbourhood, as being deeply ſenſible what reaſonable 
Aſiflance and Countenance this poor Church hath received from 
them in lier Neceflities. 

IX. That they often exhort all thoſe of our Communion, to 
contiave ſtedfaſt to the end in their moſt Haly Faith, and conſtant 
to their Proteſſion's and to that end, to rake heed of all Seducers, 
and eſpccially of Popiſh Emiffaries, who are now in great numbers 
gone forth amongſt them, and more buſie and aftive than ever. 
And that they take all occaſions to convince our own Flock, that 
*tis not. enough for them to: be Members of an Excefttent Church, 
rizhtly and duly Reformed, both in Faith and Worſhip, unleſs they 
do alſo. reform and amend their own Lives, and ſo order their Con-- 
yerſation 1n all things as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

X. And foraſmuch as thoſe Romiſh Emiſſaries, like the Old Ser-- 
pent, Infiaiantur Calcaneo, are wont to be moſt buſie and trouble- 
{ome to our People at the end of their Lives, labouring to unſettle- 
and perplex them in time of Sickneſs, and at the hour of Death z- 
chat therefore all who have the Cure of Softils,, be more eſpecially 
vigilant over them at that dangerous Seaſon 3 that they ſtay not till: 
they be ſent for, but enquire out the Sick in their reſpective Pariſhes, 
and viſit them frequently : that they examine them particularly. 
concerning the ſtate of their Souls, and inſtruct them in their Duties, 
aad ſettle them in their Doubts, and comfort them. in their Sorrows 
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and Sufferings, and pray often with them and for them; and by"! 
all the Methods which our Church preſcribes, prepare them for the: 
due and worthy receiving of the Holy Enchaiih, the Pledg of their 
happy ReſurreCtion : thus with their utmoſt Diligence, watching ' 
over eyery Sheep within their Fold ( eſpecially jn that -critical Mo- 
ment ) leſt thoſe Evenimg Wolves deyour them. | 
Xl. That they alſo walk in Wiſdom towards thoſe that are not of 
Our Communion : and if there be 1n their Pariſhes any ſuch, that | 
they negled& not frequently to confer with them in the Spirit of : 
Meeknelſs, ſeeking by all good Ways and Means to gain and win them 
over to our Communian : More. eſpecially that they have a very: 
tender Regard to our Brethren the Proteſtant Diſſenters ;, that upon 
occaſion -offered, they viſit them at their Houſes, and receive them 
kindly at their own, and-treat them fairly where-ever they meet 
them, diſcourſing calmly and civilly with them ; perſwading them 
(if it may be) to a full Compliance with our Church, or at leaſt, 
that whereto we have already attained, we may all walk by the ſame * 
Rule, and mind the ſame thing. And in order hereunto that they: ? 
take all Opportunities of aſſuring and convincing them, that the ' 
' Biſhops of this Church are really and fincerely irreconctleable Ene- | 
mies to the Errors, Superſtitions, Idolatries and Tyranzies of the : 
Church of Rome ;, and that the very unkind Jealoaſtes, waich ſome” 
have had of us to the cotffrary, were altogether groundleſs. 1 
Ard in the laſt placgy that they warmly and mo!! affe&tionately. ! 
exhort them, to joyn ik us in daily fervent Prayer to the God of 
Peace, for an Univerſal Bleſked Union of all Reformed Churches, both * 
at Home and Abroad, againſt our common Enemies, and that all they 
who do confeſs the Holy Name of our dear Lord, and do agree 
in the Truth of his Holy Word, may alſo meet in one Holy Commus- | 
nion, and live in perfect Unity and Godly Loye. 
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